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Poster session

American Astronomical Society

Visual and oral presentation 

Need to grab attention!
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Preparation
• Think of the goal of your poster. Come up with a take-away 

message and try to decide on a one-sentence ‘tweetable’ 
summary. 

• Think about the audience and their level; are they 
undergraduate students, astronomers in general, or experts in 
your field? While designing the poster, always keep the 
audience in mind, especially when tempted to use 
abbreviations or equations. 

• Think back to scientific posters you liked (for example, look 
around in the corridors of the Rutherford building). 

• Sketch your poster with pencil and paper!
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Layout: structure

4https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design/templates
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Layout: structure
• The pieces of text must be clearly connected to assist the 

reader in reading them with the intended order. Never 
create the question “where should I look next?” 

• Balance figures and text symmetrically. Either with 
(approximate) horizontal, vertical, cross or diagonal 
symmetry. 

• Line things up. 

• Sketching the poster before starting on your computer 
helps a lot with this.
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Layout: title
• Title is a good way to grab attention and can be more 

informal than the title of an article; max. ~ 10 words.
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Layout: text
• Use a minimum amount of text. Use short sentences and 

active verbs. Rule of thumb: use maximum ~200 words. 

• Most passers-by will not read all the text. 

• Academic writing rules apply. 

• Use correct citations. Can use numbers throughout and 
bibliography in an unused corner of the poster [1].  

[1] Like this.

7



/21

Layout: font
• Font has to be readable from 1 to 2 meters. Sans serif fonts 

like arial read better than serif fonts like garamond. Some 
sources like the combination of a sans serif font for 
headings and a serif fonts for text. 

• For A0 or A1 posters, you can use this rule of thumb for font 
sizes: title in 72pt, headings in 48pt and text in 32pt. Never 
use text smaller than 24pt. Do not use more than 2 fonts 
throughout and only sparsely use bold, italic and underline; 
less is more!

8



/21

Layout: color
• Use colors to make the poster look appealing, but not too 

many; can use https://color.adobe.com or http://
colorbrewer2.org/ to find good color schemes.  

• Make sure text is alway well readable, i.e., the contrast is good. 
Often a simple white background is good enough. 

• Do not use green and yellow. 

• 1/10 men are color-blind and can not distinguish: 

• Red from Green. 

• Blue from Purple.
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Layout: figures
• Most important parts of the poster. Try to make them 

understandable in one glance.  

• Don’t put too much information in one figure.  

• Use a combination of real data and schematic drawings on 
a poster to get your point across. 

• Use high resolution (minimum 300 dpi) so they don’t look 
blurry.
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Logistics
• Include means of communication with the author (email, 

web page url). Can include QR code with links to additional 
material. 

• Photo of the author to assist readers to connect the work 
presented with a face and make it easier to find the author 
at the conference. 

• Basic list of references to assist the reader get more 
information on the topic.
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Software
• Microsoft Powerpoint 

• Apple Pages 

• Adobe InDesign (expensive) 

• Scribus (open-source) 

• LaTeX beamer / beamerposter 

• …
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Presentation
• A good poster is only half the job. After grabbing the 

attention of the audience comes the presentation. 

• Be sure the poster has no wrinkles, and hangs straight. Can 
bring along some printed abstracts of your research to hand 
out or the poster printed on letter paper. 

• The visitor dictates the time spent at the poster, not the 
presenter. Usually you have the attention for 3-5 minutes, 
so be prepared to give presentation in that time frame.
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Presentation
• Think about your story, can use: 

• Context and relevance of research (introduction); 

• Goal of experiment (introduction); 

• How you did the research (method); 

• Most important results (results); 

• Conclusion
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Presentation
• Think about all the visitors; if you are just explaining 

something and another interested person walks by, smile at 
them and try to include them in your explanation. You have 
only one chance for a first impression. 

• Remember, the poster session is the way of introducing the 
outside community to you and your exciting research. Also, 
the poster session can lead to interesting new 
collaborations and ideas.
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Final remarks
• “Respect your audience.” 

• “Make the poster you would like to see, give the 
presentation you would like to hear.” 

• “Explain, convince, entertain.” 

• “A little bit of fun is OK, as long as 90% is serious.”
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Examples for discussion



https://projects.ncsu.edu/project/posters/examples/Manatees/



https://projects.ncsu.edu/project/posters/examples/BirdsInGreenways/



https://projects.ncsu.edu/project/posters/examples/Flounder/
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Resources
• Designing conference posters, Colin Purrington https://

colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design; with Powerpoint 
templates at https://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-
design/templates 

• The scientist’s guide to poster design, Katie Everson http://
www.kmeverson.org/academic-poster-design.html 

• Creating effective poster presentations, George Hess, 
Kathryn Tosney, Leon Liegel https://projects.ncsu.edu/
project/posters/
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